
The EU Regulation on chemicals 
“REACH” (Regulation (EC) No. 
1907/2006) requires manufacturers 
and importers of REACH-related 
substances and products, who take 
advantage of the transition period 
for registration of their substances, 
to coordinate themselves regar-
ding the chemical substance data 
required for registration.
 
For the exchange of chemical sub-
stance data between manufacturers 
and importers and the possibility 
of a joint registration, the so-called 
SIEFs (Substance Information 
Exchange Forums) were created. 
Currently many forums are still in 
the coordination phase. To assure 
affiliation to the right SIEF, as well 
as the sameness of the substance 
within each SIEF, every company  
is required to identify their pre- 
registered substances analytically.  

Based on the substance identifica-
tion pre-SIEFs may split into sepa-
rate SIEFs, for each of which a 
separate registration dossiers has to 
be prepared.  The data on substance 
identification also needs to be pro-
vided to ECHA within the individual 
company part of the registration 
dossier. 

Often companies, especially impor-
ters, cannot provide data on the 
identity of the substances that they 
intend to register. Hence, these 
importers take the risk of being in 
the wrong SIEF and pursuing the 
registration of a wrong substance.

REACH does not provide explicit 
rules or methods on how to perform 
substance identification. On the 
contrary, the spectrum of possible 
testing ways and methods, given in 
the regulation and in the annex of 
the guidance, increases the insecu-
rity of all involved actors.

SGS INSTITUT FRESENIUS has the 
experts who can carry out analytical 
identification of your chemical sub-
stances. Our specialists have access 
to the latest analytical equipment. 
We will determine the most reaso-
nable methods for the identification 
of your substances to generate 
all necessary data and to fulfil the 
requirements of ECHA in the most 
cost-effective way.

The spectrum of possible analytical 
methods from SGS expands from 
simple titrations to complex HPLC-
MS-MS and X-ray analysis. Common 
examples of analytical methods 
which SGS may use to analyse your 
products include
n	 Titration
n	 HPLC
n	 GC
n	 MS
n	 FID
n	 ECD
n	 IR
n	 UV/VIS
n	 ICP
n	 IC
n	 AAS
n	 RDA
n	 RFA

Make use of our expert knowledge 
as to which analytical methods 
are relevant for the identification 
of your substances. 

With a high level of expertise, we 
can cost-effectively perform the 
required analysis for your sub-
stance in order to ensure that 
your company takes part in the 
right SIEF and invests its regis-
tration efforts in the correct 
substance.

Substance Identification according  
to the REACH Regulation  
Be in the right SIEF with confidence!



You can find further information on our REACH services visiting
www.sgs.com/reach

SGS INSTITUT FRESENIUS GmbH
Im Maisel 14
D-65232 Taunusstein
t	+49 6128 744 - 354
f	 +49 6128 744 - 213
de.reach@sgs.com 
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